sand 


i Mr. 
lace, 
rincai 


treet, 
1853. 








Vout, XIV. No. 728.] 


Wepnespay, Noy. 23rp, 1853. 


[One Penny. 








SHAKSPEARE’S. “ TEMPEST” AND 
THE WORD “ WRACK.” 


SuHAkKsPeARzE’s T'empest has been the subject 
of as much animated discussion, perhaps, as 
any of his other plays—all of which the 
most obtuse persons must admit have borne 
a fair share of testing, in the shape of letters 
of a critical stbstdrice.’ Indeed, no “author 
as ever borne such extended criticism as has 
our ‘' Sweet, William ”—our 
Avon ;”—and no writer of plays; or what 
not, has ever occupied so large a share of 
public attention, admiration, and regard! 
Shakspeare is universal and will be handed 
down to posterity. until this world shall be 
a dissolying globe, and its :inhabitants shal] 
appear at the seat of the Almighty-the' 
throne of Omnipotent Judgment. 
Of late years Sadler’s Wells has been the 


principle scene where the play has been':!) 


acted ; and the qualifications of the actors 
engagedi n it, at that thrice-great temple of 
the Shaksperian Muses, headed by the great 
artist Mr. Phelps, is, we doubt not, well 
known to most.of our readers, As a fact, it 
is remarkable that when we witness a per- 
formance of The Tempest we are in an Ens 
chanted Isle, indeed, and moving with airy 
spirits, and with monstrous monsters; and 
no sooner has the play commenced than we 
become speedily apprised that magic is 
“looming in the future ;” when in: the first 
scene, Prospero tells Miranda 

That not so much perdition as a hair 

Shall ’tide to any creature in the vessel ; 
which is immediate to his announcement to 
her of his former regal state in Milan, so 
that the 


“Swan of }: 





y 


Very minuet bids thee ope thine ear 

to a revelation ; as also upon the airy spirit 
Ariel’s appearance and Prospero’s reproval + 
to the eager claimant of promised liberty: 
The foul-which Sycorax who with age and envy 
Had grown into a hoop, hast thou forgot her? ‘\' 
whieh goes farther to make it manifest that 
some jiggling and mysterious: characters of 
sable: art are 'to follow, and in good truth do’ 
we see this—in the most refined magique of 
Prospero; and. inthe cabalistical hag-born 
Caliban, whose natural instincts. may be 
readily gleaned from the language he hurls 
at Prospero and Miranda :— 

As wicked dew as ‘e’er mother brushed 

With raven’s feather from unwholesome fen :: 

Drop on you both! A south-west blow on you 

And blister you all o’er. : 

*- x Xs * * * 

All the infections that the sun sucks up 
’ From bogs, fens, and flats on Prospero fall 

and make him 
By inchmeal a disease ! 
Caliban is a creation—a_ semi-apish brute— 
which we believe no other poet than Shak. 
speare could have mastered : and the genius 
of the poet has in our own day descended to 
Mr. George Bennett asthe delineator. In,.,, 
deed, Shakspeare. may have entertained an, - 
idea precisely analogous to that whieh, . 
Bennett does, as to. the instincts of such a., 
character as the offspring of Sycorax,, who, | 
vents such foul words at the man .who », 
yearned him from his unspeakable jargon, 
and taught him language, and for what, pur- 
pose or to what end?, ,, 
You taught me language and m fit on’t 
Is, heer how to curse ; a tok Sinans rid you 
For learning me your language. 

The Tempest as our poet left it at his 
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early death, was a few years afterwards, 
with the whole of his other plays—which 
were divided into comedies, histories, and 
tragedies—collected by his friehds and fel- 
low+players ; and, tho’ for what reason is 
not known, it was placed first in their folio 
edition. Some writers have, from this fact, 
jumped to the conclusion that the 7’empest 
must haye been the first play that Shaks- 
speare wrote; whilst others have been of 
opinion that it was one of his later produc- 
tions. 

What could have suggested to thé mind 
of Shakspeare the idea of the play, or “*r0- 
mantic drama ” as some writers love to call 
it, has ** many a time and oft” been a matter 
for discussion. Chalmers, as well as other 
commentators, speak of a dreadful storm 
which occurred in this country in 1612, and 
surmise that that might have suggested the 
title of the Tempest; but according to the 
following extract taken from the original 
account book still existing in the Audit 
Office, Somerset House, the play was al- 
ready written in the previous year. Ex- 
tract: ‘‘ Hallomas nyght (Nov. 1, 1611), 
was presented att Whitehall before the 


Kinges Majtie (James Ist), a play colled | 


the: Tempest.” And according to @ state- 
ment in Dryden’s Preface to the Tempest, 
(1670), it was also performed about that 
time at the Blackfriars’ Theatres. Malone, 
too, wrote and issued a pamphlet, asserting 
that a storm which occured in July, 1609— 
Sir George Somers and Sir John Gates were 
on their way to the infant colony of Vir. 
ginia (having with them an extensive freight 
of provision and a large number of men 
destined for that island)—-when they were 
wrecked and thrown upon the island of 
Bermuda—otherwise called the “Isle of 
Devils'"—originated the production of this 
magnificent play. Harvey, in his edition 
of Shakspeare, favours this version as being 
creditable. And, in our opinion, the ex: 
istence of Shakspeare’s only known auto- 
graph in a copy of Montaigne’s Essays in 
the British Museum, and a striking resem- 
blance which occurs in its pages to a speech 
of Gonzalo’s, in the Tempest, gives reason- 
able proof of Shakspeare having been as- 
sisted in some sort of way, from his reading 
that eminent essayist’s works. 

In the play (Act 2nd, Scene 1st) Gonzalo, 
the honest old counsellor of Naples, speaking 
of government, says— 
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I *the-commonwealth I would by contraries 
Execute all.things ; for no kind of traffic 

Would I admit; no name of magistrate ; 
Letters should not be known: niches, poverty, 
And use’of service, none ; contract, succession, 
Bourn, bound of land, tilth, vineyard, none : 
No use of metal, corn, or wine, or oil: 

No occupation ; all mer idle, all,— 

And women too; but innocent and pure : 

No sovereignty: * * * 

All things in common nature should produce 
Without sweet or endeavour: treason, felony, 
Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any engine, 
Would I not have ; but nature should bring forth, 
Of its own kind, all foison,* all abundance, 

To feed my innocent people. * * * *#,; 

I would with such perfection govern, sir, 

T’ excel the golden age. 

In Montaigne, as translated by John Floris, 
1603, at p. 102 :— 


“Tt is a nation that has no kind of trafficke, no 
knowledge of letters, no intelligence of num- 
bers, no name of magistrate, nor of politike su- 
perioritte; no use of service, of riches, or of 
povertie; no contracts, no successions, no par- 
titions, no occupation, but idle; no respect of 
kindred, but common ; no apparell, but naturall ; 
no use of wine, corne, or metal. The very words 
that import. lying, falsehood, treason, dissimula- 
tion, covetousness, envie, detraction, and pardon, 
were never heard amongst them.” 

If the reader will note the similarity of 
Shakspeare and Montaigne he will observe 
that the similarity is too great to be regarded 
as the result of chance or accident. 

Various other sources than we have men- 
tioned from Italian novels down to an 
English ballad, are by different writers 
suggested as probable derivatives of the 
“ Etheral dream.” 

Like many other productions after their 
authors have left them the Tempest has un- 
dergone the purgations of revision, &c. 

John Dryden, in the reign of our second 
Charles, with the help of Sir William 
Davenport, altered the play and made the 
addition of the character of Hipolito (a 
stranger to the form of woman, and intended 
as a contrast to Miranda, as never having 
seen the face of a man—save her father’s 
and the monster Caliban’s.) A sister. mon- 
ster—somewhat egregiously we think—was 
also in this alteration apportioned to Caliban, 
&e. We are of opinion, however, that the 
alteration, although calculated to: increase 
the interest and variety of the play as re- 
gards incident, was far from being an im- 
provement upon or enhancing the beauty of 








* This word (now obsolete) is derived from the Ang) 
| Norman fuison, and means abundance. 
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the original. Miranda was disposed of at 
least one half of her purity and disrobed of 
part of her delicacy. B. W. W. 

To be concluded, 


meh 





_ METROPOLITAN 1 


HEATRES. 








DRURY LANE. 

Wirn the view of providing for the enter-- 
tainment of the juveniles who will shortly 
be flocking home for the Christmas holidays, 
Mr. Smith, the lessee, Jhas engaged, in ad- 
dition to his present unrivalled company of 
equestrians and gymnasts, the celebrated 
M. Desire and his wonderful troupe of acting 
dogs and monkeys, whose performances have 
obtained for them an extraordinary popula- 
rity in the principal cities and towns of the 
Continent. The Wednesday morning per- 
formances, being highly patronised, will be 
repeated. The house has been well attended 
and a great number of the nobility have 
witnessed the performances this week. The 
new clown, Wheal, is becoming as popular 
as the celebrated Auriol, of the Franconi’s 
school, whom he very much resembles. 


HAYMARKET. 


On Thursday last a little one-act operetta, 
entitled Love’s Alarms, to which Mr. Ed- 
ward Fitzwilliam has supplied a few songs 
and concerted. pieces of a pretty and tasteful 
character, was produced here. The 
story may be briefly told. Colonel St. 
Ernest (Mr. W. Farren), who professes a 
violent dislike to matrimony, becomes the 
occupant of a pavillion in the garden of a 
certain Countess (Miss Featherstone), who, 
though young, handsome, and a..widow, 
entertains as strong a repugnance to a second 
marriage as the colonel. Being war time, 
a number of ladies have sought refuge in 
the chateau of the countess, where they are 
protected by the neighbourhood of the gal- 
lant colonel and his regiment, who are 
quartered in the adjoining village. Joseph 
(Mr. H. Corrie), the colonel’s servant, and 
Lolotte (Miss Emily Ormonde), the coun- 
tess’s maid, are mutually in love, and wish 
to be married, but cannot obtain the consent 
of their master or mistress. A comical in- 
cident, however, unexpectedly favours their 
matrimonial views :—Joseph has been in the 
habit of each night hanging a bouquet for 
Lolotte onthe balcony of one of the win- 
dows of the chateau. Tony(Mr. Compton), 





a foolish servant’ of the countess, who has a 
fancy for Lolotte, resolves to discover the 
nightly visitant by hanging a number of bells 
in'a tree growing close to the window, which 
it is evident @ person must climb in order to 
hang the bouquet on’ the balcony. ‘The 
stratagem succeeds, and when Joseph mounts 
the tree at night the bells ring forth, which 
alarms all the inmates of the chateau, as well 
as the colonel in’ the pavillion. All rush 
into the garden, but Joseph has concealed 
himself in a hollow part of the tree, and not 
only escapes detection, but is witness to an 
interview between the colonel and the coun- 
tess after the others have retired, which 
leads to a deelaration of love on the part of 
the gentleman, received most graciously by 
the lady. Joseph wickedly sets the tell-tale 
bells ringing at the moment the love scene 
becomes. most interesting. Again. the 
alarmed household rush into the garden, to 
the great confusion of the countess and the 
colonel, whose hat and cap have been se- 
cured by Joseph. With these evidences of 
their love secret, Joseph and Lolotte now 
find little diffieulty in, obtaining the consent 
of the countess and the colonel to their 
union, Miss Featherstone sang some pretty 
music sweetly, and Miss Emily Ormonde 
was successful, especially in the duet with 
Mr. H. Corri, “ Heart Undaunted,” and 
the song, ‘‘ Hope is still a fair deceiver,” 
both of which were honoured with encores. 
There was a good deal of applause on the 
fall of the cartain. -Mr. W. Farren and 
Miss Featherstone were recalled, 


LYCEUM. 
A crever little piece, by Mr. Tom Taylor, 
has been produced since our last called 4 
Nice Firm. Two partners, remarkable only 
for their utter unfitness for their position, 
Mr. Moon (Mr. Frank Matthews), the elder 
of the pair, is a sort of old gentleman whose 
brains are in a pitiable state of muddle; but 
being perfectly unconscious of his mental 
imbecility, he blunders and flounders on, 
mislaying papets of importance ; his junior 
partner, Mr. Messiter (Mr, Charles Mat- 
thews), is the very antithesis in character to 
Moon. He is as precipitate as the other is 
slow—as reckless as the other is cautious. 
But the obliviousness of the woolgathering 
Moon is not productive of more confusion 
in the affairs of the office than the rapid ir- 
regularity of Messiter. Fortunately, they 
are blessed with a sensible managing clerk, 
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Ryder (Mr. H. Butler), whose watchfulness 
helps the partners out of many a scrape. 
The contrast between the characters of the 
feeble, foggy Moon, and the topsy-turvy, 
reckless Messiter,. was maintained with ad- 
mirable effect by Mr. F. Matthews and Mr. 
€. Mathews ; indeed, every part in the 
piece was remarkably well acted; the audi- 
ence greatly enjoying the lugubrious comedy 
of the swindling brothers. 


STRAND. 


Tue commencement of the musical season 
has been marked by some important engage- 
ments'and by the production of four new 
pieces. During the brief recess the en- 
trances and interior have been remodelled 
and decorated, and the house now presents 
an elegant and unique appearance. During 
the past week the entertainments have con- 
sisted of The Maid of Normandy, A Cheap 
Excurson to Brighton, The Pet of the Public, 
and a burlesque on Hamlet, all of which are 
smart productions and as smartly acted. 
Miss Rebecca Isaacs displays great versati- 
lity of talent as the Public Pet, and Mr. 
R. Smith, for some years a popular favourite 
in the Norwich Circuit, evinces signs of 
much originality and power ; his assumption 
of the fast counter-jumper, Tom Swiftly, in 


the Cheap Excursion, is‘an-excéllent per- |' 


formance, and we heartily congratulate the 
management upon so great an acquisition to 
the company. The theatre has been well 
attended. 


STANDARD. 


On Friday last the unusual attraction of 
Sullivan and Bennett as Othello and Iago, 
caused this theatre to be extremely well 
attended, Mr. Douglass deserves credit for 
his spirited exertions as manager, and, no 
doubt, reaps golden opinions. Sullivan’s 
Othello is careful, and entitled to praise for 
its intelligence and discrimination—beyond 
this a limited physique does not allow him 
to go, Bennett’s Iago is distinguished by 
vigorous conception and energy ; the talent 
of this clever and almost excellent actor is 
in some measure marred by his mannerism 
and a peculiar mode of dropping his voice, 
and frequently emphasing his words; and 
but for the defects of his style he would and 
ought to be holding a high rank as a trage- 
dian. As Iago, he is fond of imparting a 
sort of mysterious honour to,the part—the 
quality of marvellousness appearing to pre- 


admirable. 








ponderate in Mr. Bennett’s mind. We do 
not give him entirely unqualified praise, but 
his Iago is often very good and sometimes 
He was paid the singular com- 
pliment of being called for at the end of the 
second act. The other characters in the 
play were efficiently sustained by Mrs. 
Honner, Miss Cooke, Rayner, Bigwood, 
and Pennett. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


T. Drtspatze.—Ask Vickers, Hollywell Street, Strand, 
they will give you Mr. ‘l'yrrell’s address. Mr. Hoskins, 
24, Myddleton Square, is an excellent Teacher. 


B. W. W.—The omission of the initials was done quite 
inadvertantly, which we are sorry for, 


Guost.—We have such an abundance of letters we cannot 
insert yours at present. 

G. Porter is thanked. 

Farr Pray.—We cannot be continually filling our columns 
about two people who are getting their friends to write 
letters, for neither of the parties have the ability the 
letters. set forth, 

L.W.C—Mr, €. Kean was born in the year 1811.’ ‘Mrs. 
rs maiden name was Eilen Tree, she was born in 
1805. ' 


A. B. W.—We never measured the height of Mr. Phelps, 
but to the best of our judgment, we think he is five feet 
seven inches. 


A ConsTanT READER Will see it is our intentiou to com™ 
ment on the subject. ’ i 


GrorGE CoLLines.—We quite agree with his opinion, but 
have’ not room for his letter this week. 


Justrxa—The farce is’ scarcely worth noticing, and we 
have no room at present. 

W. T., MaccLesFIELD.—The book, we think, is published 
by Lacy, Wellington Street; or Harris, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden.’ 





Terms for Advertisements, 
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WEDNESDAY, NOV. 23rd, 1853. 


STARS OF THE STAGE. 


In reply to the question often put by the 
admirers, of Cooke, .Kemble, and Kean, as 
to what actors we have now? I think the 
answer may be made, many! | Few great, 
perhaps, but many good, , 
We have at present on the stage a band 
of actors whom no age need be ashamed of. 
Brooke, Kean, Phelps, Vandenhoff, James 
and John Wallack, Creswick, Betty, Sulli- 
yan, Anderson,, Robinson, G. ‘Vandenhoff, 
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H. Farren, &c. In comedy we have Har- 
ley, Buckstone, Keeley, Webster, W. Lacey, 
Wigan, ©. and F. Mathews, Vining, Mel- 
lon; Meadows, Compton, and Robson. All 
these names, I think, prove that the glory 
of the stage has not fallen. A few of these 
I will consider more largely. Brooke, in 
high tragedy, wields the sovereign sway ; 
his Othello is a grand piece of acting—his 
Shylock, Richard, Virginius, and Overreach 
little: inferior, Phelps, for versatility, is 
unrivalled ; he may be said (with little or 
no exaggeration) to combine in himself the 
range of Macready, Farren, and Compton. 
Creswick is a talented actor, but I should 
prefer to see him play second in Kean’s or 
Phelps’s companies, to first in his own; to 
either of those I have mentioned he would 
be a valuable addition, but he is‘ not com- 
petent to lead. For second-rate characters 
we have some fine performers, Ryder, Ben- 
nett, Marston, Graham, Stuart, Howe, &c., 
may be mentioned. Harley (what recollec- 
tions of bygone times does that name call 
up) is, perhaps, the ‘most remarkable man 
on the stage—the lines of the poet— 
‘He looked in years, yet in his years were seen 

A. youthful vigour, ‘and autumnal green.” 
might have been written for him. Every 
year he appears, if anything, rather younger 
than ever, and his. Acres, as played with 
Addison in 1853, is as racy and delightful 
as when he played with Dowton thirty years 
ago. 

mA correspondent in your last states that 
Anderson is equal to Brooke; any one who 
has seen them in the same character will 
deny this. John W. Wallack is, I think, as 
a pure tragedian, next in the scale to Brooke, 
and as such, I think he will soon be acknow- 
ledged—there is a power, a passion, and a 
pathos in his delineation of the grand stage 
heroes‘ that stamp him as second only to the 
great actor. I have mentioned Walter 
Lacey, as Mercutio; Webster, as Tartuffe ; 
Wigan, as Dr. Caius and Orlando; Mea- 
dows, as Malvolio ; Compton, as Acres will 
long be remembered by the present race of 
play-goers. Another gentleman has lately 
written a very able letter on our actresses— 
to these, therefore, I shall not now allude. 

X, N. 





SURREY MUSIC. HALL. 


maintaining its original pre-eminence in the 
class of its entertainment ; many old favour- 
ites continue and many new ones are added. 
Amongst the former there are Mr. C. 
Hicks (not the “ bravo!) but the clever 
and pleasing pianist; Mr. J. Barker, singer 
and musician; Mr. J. Fulcher, as 
musical director; and’ Mr. W. Warde, 
stage-manager. Amongst the latter there 
are Signor Antonio, the ceiling-walker ; 
Mr. Kerridge and his talented daughter, 
whose extraordinary power of voice pleased 
and surprised us; the clever Lilliputian 
duet-singers and dancers; the pleasing 
sentimental and comic singer, Mr. Elijah 
Taylor, who takes his benefit here next 
Wednesday (see advertisement) ; and. Mr. 
F. Short, one of the best comic dialogue- 
singers we have ever heard. A pleasant 
evening may be spent here over a “ glass of 
liquor” supplied by the civil waiters of the 
establishment, under the superintendence of 
Mr. R. Price, the obliging and gentlemanly 
proprietor. Mr. Padbury, the fluteist, 
takes his sixt annnual benefit here on Dec, 
1st (to-morrow week), when twenty, ad- 
ditional talented artists promise to attend, 
amongst whom are Messrs. Glindon, Palmer, 
Booth, and Mr. H. Hall. 


DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE AT 
WINDSOR CASTLE, 
(From the Court Newsman.) 
Tuurspax.—The second dramatic per- 
formance at the Castle this season took place 
this evening, The pieces selected upon this 
occasion were a comedy, in three acts, b 
Mr. Slingsby Lawrence, entitled The Game 
of Speculation, and a comic drama, in one 
act, by Mr. Charles Mathews, entitled Little 
Toddlekins, and the parts were filled aceord- 
ing to the following programme :— 
GAME OF SPECULATION, 





Mr, Affable Hawk.......... Mr. C. Mathews 
Sir Harry Lester .i 0.5.6.4. « R, Roxby 
oS Pal ee wees” Catheart 
Earthworm bseceeeees. ” F, Matthews 
Prospectes 3) ORO ” Baker 
Grossmark .... 6600 dees cane # Suter 
TIAPAOOPR: 0.4 0:0 0.0.0 une’ oeio sae “ Addison 
Frederick Noble ............ « H. Butler 
Thomas .......... Po. Meat’ pes » Clark 
Mrs. Hawk ......008.66 004. Mrs. Melford | 
Tuli snes Ky ives dOul 2s Miss. M. Oliver. 
MALY. ives vee Sl ikea tll de ” boro 
Mrs; Mapon’..”...... cccccce = ~~ tur 


LITTLE TODDLEKINS. 








On visiting this establishment we ‘find it 


Jones Robinson Brownsmith .. Mr. C, Mathews 
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Barnaby Babycombe, Esq..... » Baker 


Captain Littlepop............ » HH. Butler 
Amante i) 20. QT T. « F. Matthews 
Annie Babycombe .......... Miss M. Oliver 
ee ee eee ey ee, n Ellis 
NS oon sehen i ein Mr, Charles Kean 


Assistant Director ..Mr. George Ellis 


The theatre arranged and the scenery 
painted by Mr. Thomas Grieve. 

Her Majesty the Queen and his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert entered the Rubens 
Room, where a temporary stage had been 
erected, at eight o'clock, accompanied by a 
numerous company of the Nobility 

The performances immediately commenced 
after her Majesty and the illustrious circle 
had taken their seats, 

The Queen’s private band was in attend- 
ance in an ante-room. Refreshments were 
served in the Thorne-room, 

Her Majesty and the’ rest of the Roya 
guests appeared highly amused by the inimit- 
able acting of Mr. Charles Mathews and tbe 
corps dramatique, which Her Majesty was 
pleased to convey to him. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


SOHO. 
Tue queen of amateurs took a benefit at 
this theatre on Wednesday last, and Mrs, 
Henderson may congratulate - herself upon 
having an audience of great respectability. 
The Hunchback is a play in which this lady 
is seen in to the best advantage. Her act- 
ing as Julia is full of outpourings of love 
and grief, and there is so much reality about 
her acting that we really feel as if the cir- 
cumstances occurred under ones own roof. 
The scene where Clifford brings the letter 
was admirably portayed and had a great 
power over the audience, particularly the 
female portion, and drew many atear. Her 
resentment against Helen and Modus when 
they rail against Clifford, was finely delinea- 
ted ; indeed, we have but seldom seen the 
character so well personated throughout— 
as a proof’ she obtained considerable ap- 
plause during the various scenes and was 
londly called for at the conclusion. Miss 
Baddeley was well up in the part of Helen 
she appears much better in health and 
played with her wonted spirit—the scenes 
between her and Modus (Mr. Blakely) were 
truly comic and not overacted. The latter 
gentleman continued to infuse into the cha- 
racter rich and droll gestures, which con- 








vulsed the audience for a considnrable time. 
Mr. Craven played Master Walter with 
great care and judgment, and was frequently 
interrupted by applause. Mr. Merkham is 
gaining experience and is improving in every 
quality. He played with intense feeling 
and was very successful throughout every 
scene. Lord Tinsel, as played by Mr. 
Percival, is a good copy for other amateurs 
—it was easy, gentlemanly, graceful, and 
buoyant, and dressed as it ought to be. 
In such parts this amateur may have rivals, 
but we know of none who can excel him. 
Mr. Shirley’s Fathom was a rich treat and 
deserves particular attention. Some of the 
minor characters were very indifferently 
acted, but the principles we have mentioned 
are deserving of our unqualified praise. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—In your last number a correspon- 
dent signs himself ‘A friend in Justice,” he 
says that he was at Drury Lane almost every 
night, and that Mr. G. Bennett was hissed 
and cries were often raised of “louder,” 
“Speak up,” but now, sir, I will say a 
word : I was at Old Drury on a Friday even- 
ing to see Mr. Brooke as Richard the Third, 
when Mr. Bennett played Henry the 6th,, 
and on his appearance on the stage, the ap- 
plause was very great from a house crammed 
in every part, and I can assure the readers 
of this work, that the night I was present 
there were no cries, no hisses, or speak up, 
and, in fact, nothing of the sort, for I can 
say with confidence that Mr. Bennett was 
heard all over the house, Mr. Bennettis a 
good actor but very slow I own, 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Ho.pwELt. 





ROBINSON, CATHCART, AND 
HARRIS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—Does it not strike you, as being a 
fact particularly curious and pregnant with 
meaning, that actors, comparatively so insig- 
nificant as Robinson, Cathcart, and Harris, 
should fence so many gentle critics,(?) ready 
and willing to smooth them over with the 
rich varnish of flattery? In reply, methinks 
I hear your editorial chuckle, 





How comes it, sir, that such men even as 
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Leigh Murray (far superior to Robinson, of 
whom by the way, I am an admirer,) David 
Fisher (who isa little better than Cathcart,) 
and Gladstone (beside whom, Harris is a 
nobody, albeit, I think not much of either,) 
are never mentioned? I beg, as all your 
readers full well know, simply because in 
some way or other, the frequentlyungram- 
matical critics (?) are friends of the gentle- 
Jauded. If otherwise, how is it that the 
higher papers have taken no notice of Rob- 
inson since his debut at the Lyceum? and 
echo, with fearfully emphatic distinctness 
answers, ‘* How is it indeed, ” 

In their places, an admirer of Robinson 
and Cathcart, and a thorough despiser of 
Harris (who must have to do with much of 
the fulsome nonsense that from time to time 
appears) 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 


A Member of The Walworth Literary Institute. 


PROVINCIALS. 
CotcnEster THEATRE.—During the past week 
Mr. A. Abel, with, his wonderful dogs, have been 
engaged, and drawn good houses. We must 
give great praise to the ladies and gentlemen of 
the company for the manner in which they have 
supported him, Mr. Nelson Steyne, Mr. Clair, 
. new member of the company), and Mr. C. 
inden, with Mrs. Maddocks and Miss Hamble- 
ton distinguished themselves most creditably. 


Suerrretp.—THeatre Royat.—Miss Ander 
ton, of the Theatres Royal, Drury Lane and the 
Olympic, has been fulfilling a short engagement 
at the above establishment. She sustained the 
characters of the Countess, in Love, Desdemona, 
Juliet, Pauline, and Mariana, in The Wife. Miss 
Anderton appeared before a Sheffield audience 
under peculiar circumstances. She is a native of 
the town, and about six years ago her first efforts 
in the histrionic art were made here, In addition, 
her family connections are highly respectable, 
and her private character such as to have gained 
her many friends. On her first and each suc- 
ceeding appearance, she was warmly greeted by 
crowded houses, On the night of her benefit the 
theatre was literally full, not a seat was to’ be 
obtained in any part long before the perform- 
ance commenced. Miss Anderton’s acting is 
characterized by deep and tender feeling, and in 
all she does evidences of careful and successful 
study are manifest. In each personation she em- 
bodies a certain idea, and all her actions have a 
tendency to illustrate the leading phase of the 
character she is assuming; thus, each of her re- 
presentations is a complete conception, executed 
with judgment and power. . She has an enthu- 
Siastic love for her art, and, we believe, she is 
destined for a success greater than any she has 
yet obtained, Her short engagement has been 











eminently satisfactory, and we hope before long 
to see her again on the stage of her native town. 


Carpirr.—THeatrE Royat.—The winter's 

amusement and edification have commenced at 

this establishment, which opened with an en- 

tirely new company on. Wednesday evening. 

With regard to the company, Mr. Artaud’s mo- 

dest assertion (in the bills) that its members had 
been carefully chosen, from the metropolitan 

theatres, is more than borne out. The house 

opened on Wednesday with the Love Chase, and 

Mrs. Lewis, from Drury Lane, enacted the part 

of “‘ Neighbour Constance.’’ We do not mean to 

deny the merit of the other performers, when we 
single out this lady for prominent notice, but the 

character of ‘‘ Neighbour Constance ”’ has been 
so popularised through the acting of Lady Booth- 
by,(known on the stage as Mrs. Nisbett), that 
we were naturally anxious to see how the arch, 
laughing, witching steeple chasing, love chasing 
widow be personified by a new aspirant for pub- 

lic favour ; and we confess, our anxiety was fully 
satisfied. Mrs. Lewis’s representation of the 
character will not suffer by comparison with that 
of 4 her predecessors. It was evident that 
Mrs. Lewis had so conceived the part that the 
actress was forgotten in the woman; and a pas- 
sing cloud momentarily obscured the radient 
smiles that so distinguirhed Constance when she 
observed no crowded boxes to welcome her ad- 
vent to a series of triumphs over the country 
squire, This check appeared to affect her voice 
in the delivery of some pone inary sentences ; 
but gradually she felt with woman’s instinct the 
glory of winning a heart by adapting herself to 
its predilections, and a burst of nature, setting 
all acting at defiance, produced such a descrip- 
tion of the Chase and its joys, that elicited well 
merited applause. The Stranger was acted last 
night, and we understand that Mrs. Lewis ac- 
quitted herself in the character of Mrs. Haller 
with that eclat which her performance of Thurs- 
day night warranted us in expecting. 


MacciesrieLp.— Lyceum THEatRex.—On Wed- 
nesday last the Sehool for Scandal was performed 
at this theatre, under the patronage of the bache- 
lors of Macclesfield, ot the boxes and pit 
presented a goodly array of both bachelors and 
spinsters, who appeared to be highly gratified 
with the acting of Mr. Delafield. and Miss R. 
Soame, from the Wolverhampton Theatre, we 
believe, who made a favourable impression on the 
audience. The above artists were recalled at 
the conclusion of the comedy. One O'Clock has 
also been presented to the lovers of blue and red 
fire, but we cannot say that we admire the con- 
ception of the gentleman who personated Hardy- 
cute—it was void of vigour and energy. On 
Tuesday Mr. Lacey took his benefit with the 
drama of Marco Spada and Borough Politics, ‘On 
Wednesday (to-night) Mr, Frimbly makes an 
appeal to his friends providing for them Shak- 
speare’s fine play of Henry the Fourth, and the 
dramatic spectacle of Azaiel. The house has 
been thinly attended. The season closes on 
December 9th, when they will go ‘to Wolver- 
hampton. 
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OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Mr. H. P. Harcu has removed his vocal and 
pictorial entertainment, illustrative of Irish man- 
ners and scenery, to the Salle Robin, Piccadilly 


Mrs. C. Kean.—We regret to learn that this 
lady has been unable to perform for the last fort- 
night or three weeks, through indisposition. 

Tue Hungarian Band and the Distin Family 
give their popular musical entertainment every 
evening this week at the Marionette Theatre, 
Adelaide-street, Strand. 

A New Vocatist.—We hear that a daughter 
of Mr. Balfe, the eminent composer and late 
musical director at her Majesty’s Theatre, is 
likely to make her debut next season as an oper- 
atic singer. 

Tue Woman or Cotovr.—It is said that Mr, 
T. Colley Grattan, the author of Highways and 
Byeways, is the author of the new anti-slavery 
drama, The Woman of Colour, now being per- 
formed at the Surrey Theatre. 

Sr. Jamus’s.—A dramatic and operatic per- 
formance for the benefit of Mrs. Guviffiths, an old 
and much respected artiste, both at Drury Lane 
and Covent Garden, will be given ut this theatre 
on next Friday, when a variety of attzactive en- 
tertainments will be given. ‘The characters by 
eminent vocal and dramatic artéstes. 


Mrs. Gipss’s panoramic and musical enter- 
tainment, ‘‘The Emerald’ Isle and the Lakes of 
Killarney, ” is given every evening at the Gallery 
pram, the Polytechnic institution, Regent- 
street. rs. Gibbs, having recovered, from her 
temporary indisposition, is announced to sing the 
Irish ballads, which are not the least-admired 
feature in the entertainment. 








THE SAILOR'’S LOVE. 
A Lyric. 


There’s many a lip that I have press’d, 
For who but has known folly ? 

But none have clasp’d me to the breast. 
Like thee, my little Polly. 

There’s something, Polly, in the kiss 
Which love can give so often ; 

That warms the heart with more than bliss, 
And sternest souls can soften. 

We are not made to live alone 
In gloom and melancholy ; 

But we can live for only one, 

_ J’ll kiss but thee, my Polly! 

And when alluring eyes may say, 
“* Come, here is sweetest pleasure ;”” 

From them, my lass, I'll turn away, 
And think of memory’s treasure. 

The world is full of pain and woe, 
But love is like the holly, 

That, green wherever we may go, 
Cheers up the heart, my Polly, 

Then let us live, and love, and smile, 
Nor think that we many sever; 

Cling to my breast, and love me while 
I swear to love for ever. Tom Toven. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 








Ces DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. The 

largest, most elegant, and beautifully decorated BALL 
ROOM in London. Open Every Evenina. During the 
recess numerous and extensive alterations and improve. 
ments have been effected. The building has been extended 
—a new Gallery and.Subscription Room added—(furnished 
in a superior and splendid style), One Hundred and Fifty- 
three immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations, 
(which are of a superb character) and the whole illuminated 
by Fourteen maxznificent New Crystal Lustre Chandeliers, 
presenting a coup d’eil of unparalleled splendour and 
luxury. Mr. W, M. Packsrnr’s Grand Band will perform 
nightly Auber’s Overture ‘‘ Chaperons Blanes,” and a grand 
operatic selection from Donizette’s ‘*Lucia de Lammer- 
moor.” The ‘‘ Edith,” “ Neapolitan,” and Stephen Glover’s 
“Osborn” Quadrilles. The ‘Flowers of the Field,” “Syl- 
vian, and ‘* Maria” Waltzes, The **Lucerhe” ‘* Frank- 
fort.” “King Pippin,” and ‘‘Satelite,” Polkas. ‘The 
Spirit of the Ball,” and “Etna” Galops. Doors open at 
Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission 1s, Re- 
served Seats, 6d. extra. 








HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Waites, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess. Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d.. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. . 


HE STAGE, CABINET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL 
STREET, Kino’s Cross,—Ladies or Gentlemen de- 
sirous of practice in the Histrionic Art, either as an amuse- 
ment or with a view of ultimately adopting the stage as a 





profession, will meet with every facility at the above Thea- ' 


tre, which is replete wlth all conveniences for the perform- 
ance of the legitimate drama. Subscriptions, 5s. ‘per 
quarter. Pupils prepared for the Stage upon moderate 
terms, Open every evening from 8 until 10 0’clock. An 
ELOCUTION CLASS is now being formed, and will meet 
regularly one evening in the week. Ladies incur no ad- 
ditional expense beyond finding their dresses, and the 
Quarterly Subscription, , Te manager has the exclusive 
distribution of the female character, and is to be applied 
to by the T'yro desirous of practice. Casts of character in 
Othello, The Merchant of Venice. Lady of Lyons, Civtliza- 
tion, &c,, partially filled, are.to be seen on application. 
The house, capable of containing 300 persons, may be taken 
by non-members, Clubs, &c., for the sam of £5 5s for each 
performance, not exceeding acts, including band, dresses, 
and every expense, excepting printing, but no charge for 
admission can legally be made. 
OYAL SURREY MUSIC HALL, Surroux Srrexr, 
SovuTHwARK.—Mr. ELIJAH TAYLOR respect- 
fully announces that his BENEFIT will take place on 
WeEDvEspay next, the 30th instant, where, in #ddition to 
the company engaged, a great number of artists will appear 
for this night only; and every effort will be used by Mr, 
T. to give comfort and satisfaction to all those whe may 
honour him upon the occasion, Doors open at 7, ning 
Chorus at half-past 7 o’clock Lower Hall, 6d.; Upper 
Hall, 1s. ; Reserved Seats, 1s. 6d. 








O PRINTERS.—TO BE SOLD, a Bargain, a Capital 


DEMY WOOD PRINTING PRESS, with iron 
Platin, 18 in. by 25 in. and new Iron Frames to Tympans. 
Apply to H, M. Pollett, Printer, 22, Milk-street, Cheapside. 
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